Pets PCS, Too


All pets residing on base must be registered with the base veterinarian within 14 days of arrival on base,

 then annually after the initial visit. 

The pets' active duty owner must provide proof of current vaccinations and canine heartworm tests before registering on base.
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Tips for moving your pets safely. 

(from www.airforceonesource.com)


Animals require some special handling before, during, and after a move. By keeping the animal's safety and well-being in mind, you can make your pet's transition to a new home easier. Below are a few tips for moving your pet: 

· As you prepare to move, try to keep your pet's routines as regular as possible to avoid stress. On moving day, you may find it helpful to keep your pet at a friend's house or at a kennel to reduce the risk that it will grow frightened and run away or hide in a box about to be put on the truck. 

· Take your pet to the veterinarian before you move, and make sure all vaccinations are current and your pet is healthy. Get a copy of your pet's veterinary records to take with you and ask your veterinarian if he can recommend anyone in your new community. You may also want to discuss with your vet whether your pet should be tranquilized during the move. The vet should give you enough medication so you can try it out before moving day to see how your pet reacts. Ask your vet if she knows of any state regulations you should know about before bringing your pet into a new state. 

· Keep some form of identification on your pet at all times in case you get separated. 

· If you need to feed your pet during the trip, take along water and bland food from your old home. Different food and water can give your pet an upset stomach. 

· If your pet is on any medication, be sure to have an ample supply so you won't run out before you have a chance to find a new vet. 

· Avoid temperature extremes for all pets. Do not leave pets alone in the car for more than a few minutes. Use a sturdy, insulated carrier to help regulate the temperature when they are traveling. 

· If you are transporting your pet by plane, try to book a direct flight so it won't spend a lot of time waiting in a cargo hold. 

· If you will be staying in a hotel during your trip, call ahead to find one that accepts pets. 

· Keep some of your dog or cat's favorite toys or a blanket with him. Being able to smell some of his favorite, familiar things may help reduce stress. 

· If you have a dog, be sure to carry along paper towels and plastic bags for disposing of waste. 

· For cats, have a litter box handy. 
· For any pet, it's a good idea to keep a sponge and paper towels handy to clean up any accidents. 

· If you have exotic or unusual pets, ask your local pet store or your veterinarian for more detailed moving instructions. 

© 2000 Ceridian Corporation. All rights reserved.


	Patriotic Pets, Inc. is a non-profit organization dedicated to helping service personnel find and reserve temporary homes for their pets during military deployment.
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Ani meeting her new foster brother! 

Those defending our country make many sacrifices; the welfare of their pets should not be one of them.
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Bldg. 703, 655 Seventh St.

Hours: Monday & Friday 7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday - Thursday 7:30 - 11:30 am. & 12:30 - 3:30 p.m.





Nakita waiting for her family to come home! 

Patriotic Pets, Inc. was founded after 9/11 by a group of volunteers that wanted to provide support to service personnel and come to the aid of an often overlooked part of the military-- military pets. Many service personnel do not have friends or family to care for their pets during deployment, and Patriotic Pets presents an alternative to having to give their pets away. 

Patriotic Pets registers military pet owners, recruits guardian homes and matches the military pet to the best temporary home. By providing this service, we hope to aid in the morale of our military pet owners and ease some of the stress of being deployed. Personnel will be able to communicate with the foster homes via e-mail and bulletin boards to keep up with their pets' daily adventures. When duty is over, owners are reunited with their faithful companions. 


A reunion between military Mom and her two cats! 

Questions? Contact us at patrioticpets@hotmail.com
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Matching Guardians with Military Pets




Military person checklist

Once you approve of the guardian and they accept you pet, make sure that you are able to reserve that home for at least 90 days. Stand-by guardian agreements are valid for 90 days and renewable as needed.

If you are called for duty and will be leaving your pet in the care of family, friends or a Patriotic Pets Guardian home, be sure to…

Have a written agreement outlining the pet care arrangement. Have your contract notarized, and keep a copy in a safe place.

The agreement should cover:

1) What happens to your pet if the interim guardian can no longer care for him?

2) Who is liable for any damage done by your pet?

3) What happens if you are unable to reclaim your pet?

4) What happens if the pet is injured or dies while in the temporary home?

5) Who is financially responsible for the pet while you are gone? Have a written contract outlining the financial agreement with your signature and the signature of the guardian.

• who will pay for the expenses of veterinary care, food, medicines, etc.

• supply the guardian with a written estimate of the yearly costs for your pet

• discuss and agree on who will be financially responsible for your pet:

will you send money to the guardian?

will you reimburse the guardian upon your return?

Plan to make your initial contact/interview by phone or email to establish that your needs and the IG’s abilities to meet them make a reasonable match, and that you feel comfortable with a home visit.

Visit the home and meet the family -

1. How does your pet interact with:

• Children?

• Other pets?

• Other family members?

• Is there a rapport with the family?

1. Are you comfortable that the home is secure for your pet?

• Are containment systems such as fences or cages or dog/cat doors suitable for your pet’s comfort and security?

• If the guardian has pets, are they clean, healthy and friendly?

Information Sharing

Be prepared to show Military ID

1. Emergency contacts, yours and theirs.

2. Written instructions for your pet’s behavior and health needs and your current veterinarian’s name and phone number.

• Does your pet have any health problems that need special care? Have you provided detailed written instruction?

• Is he current on all vaccines? When are they due?

• Have you provided the guardian with current veterinary records?

• Is the current veterinarian available to the guardian or can the current veterinarian provide consultations if needed? Can the guardian use a different veterinarian than yours?

• Have you notified your veterinarian of the guardianship?

• Have you listed any special diets, medications?

3. Be honest with the guardian about any behavior problems your pet has.

• Are there any fears, phobias or anxieties? Provide written instructions on how to care for you pet in these situations

• Is the pet friendly with children, other pets, strangers?

• Is the pet crate trained, housebroken or litter box trained?

• Has the pet ever acted aggressively, bitten or scratched another person or animal, and if so, what were the circumstances? Will special care be needed for this pet?

• Can the interim guardian obtain training from professionals to address behavior problems?

4. Tell the guardian if your pet is micro-chipped or tattooed, and what the number is. Update the contact information on your microchip or tattoo. Can the interim guardian obtain training from professionals to address behavior problems?

5. Tell the guardian if your pet is spayed/neutered. If your pet is not spayed or neutered, does the guardian understand what is required to care for your intact pet (how long the heat cycle is, etc.). Add a clause to your contract forbidding breeding rights.

6. If your pet has obedience training, tell the guardian how much and what. Offer to show them.

7. Ask the guardian if they have ever given away a pet, and if so, what were the circumstances?

8. For dogs: ask if any animal has died on the guardian’s property in the last three (3) months of distemper, parvovirus, or unknown causes.

9. For cats: ask if any animal had died on the guardian’s property in the last three (3) months of feline distemper, FIP, FIV or leukemia.

Patriotic Pets is a matching facilitator only and is not liable for any damages caused by animals, their owners and/or guardians. All applicants are individually and solely responsible for any screening of potential guardians and pets. All Contracts made between guardians and military persons are their responsibility, Patriotic Pets does not keep copies of Contract.
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Preparing your dog for it's guardian home.

Of course, there are the physical things that need to be done. 

Make sure your dog is up to date on vaccinations and that you have current veterinarian records to transfer to the guardian. 

Create written instructions on general health care. 
· How often does he eat? What time of day does he eat?

· How much does he eat and what is the brand of dog food?

· Does your dog have special needs regarding feeding such as elevated food and water bowls? (Large breed dogs mostly can bloat from eating off the floor). Make sure you pack his dishes for the guardian.

· How long do you wait after your dog eats before he can exercise? 

· What medications does he require? How are they given? (orally, in his food, etc.)

· How often does he need to be brushed? Can you provide the brushes?

· How often do you cut his nails? Can you do it or does the veterinarian need to? Can you provide the clippers (or grinder)?
· Do you brush his teeth? How often? Can you provide the toothbrush and paste?

· How often does he need to be groomed professionally? 
· Who is your groomer?
· Does your dog have any allergies? (shampoos, foods, etc).

Can you think of anything else? Take time now to write down everything you do. Go through a day, or a week, and note the details. 

Create written instruction for behavior care. 
· Where does he sleep? 
· What are his favorite games? 
· What voice commands does he know? 
· Is he afraid of anything? 
· What's his favorite place to be scratched? 
· Is there anywhere he doesn't like to be touched? 
· How does he get his exercise? If you walk him, how long are the walks? How often?
· Does he have a favorite toy or type of toy? 
· How do you confine your dog when left alone? At night? Is he crated when you? Confined to one room? Allowed free access? Has he been crate trained in the past? If crated, make sure you provide the crate.
· Does your dog react poorly to certain people? (children, opposite sex, etc.)
· Is your dog frightened of loud noises such as thunderstorms, backfiring cars, etc. How do you handle those situations when they occur?

The more details you can give the guardian, the easier the transition will be. Again, walk yourself through a day with your dog and write down details. While your guardian may not be able to exactly duplicate what you do, the closer he/she can come to it, the better. 

But how do we prepare him emotionally to provide the least amount of stress for him? 

1. The more you keep to the same routine, the easier time your dog will have.

2. If your guardian is willing, have your dog stay overnight or over a weekend. 

3. Pack his things and make the departure resemble the actual departure. His suitcase should include: bowls, dog food, medications, toys, treats, grooming supplies (brush, comb, nail clippers), leash and collar, his bed if he has one, his crate, and something that smells like you. Donate a pillowcase that you have slept on or a used, unwashed T-shirt. 

4. When you drop your dog off at the guardian's home, plan to stay at least 30 minutes. Relax as much as possible, laugh as much as possible. Dogs pick up on nerves. The less you transmit, the better. YOU unpack his suitcase and help the guardian decide where to put his bed, his food bowls, his things, etc. 

5. Try to make your departure resemble your day to day departure. Try to do your good-byes and hugs at your home, not at the guardian's home. While it is tough, the less stress you show at the guardian's home, the more quickly your dog will accept it. If you show nervousness or concern in the guardian's home, your dog might think your concern has to do with being in that home and may become nervous about the guardian or the home itself.
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 Preparing your cat for it's guardian home

Of course, there are the physical things that need to be done

Make sure your cat is up to date on vaccinations, and that you have current veterinarian records to transfer to the guardian. 
Create written instructions on general health care. 

· How often does he eat? What time of day does he eat?
· How much does he eat and what is the brand of cat food? 
· What medications does he require?
· How are the medications given? 
· How often does he need to be brushed? Can you provide the grooming supplies?
· How often do you cut his nails? 
· Can you do it or does the veterinarian need to? 
· Where do you keep you cat's litter box? (some cats prefer the litter box in an 
out of the way place or they won't use it).
· Does your cat use scoopable or regular litter? (some cats won't use one type 
or the other).
· Does your cat require a hooded or unhooded litter box? (some cats won't use 
one type or the other). Can you provide his current litterbox for the guardian?
· Where do you keep you cat's food and water bowls? (some cats won't eat or use litter box if the two are too close together).
Can you think of anything else? Take time now to write down everything you do. Go through a day, or a week, and note the details. 

Create written instruction for behavior care. 
· Where does he sleep? 
· What are his favorite games? 
· Is he afraid of anything? 
· What's his favorite place to be scratched? 
· Is there anywhere he doesn't like to be touched? 
· Does he have a favorite toy or type of toy?

The more details you can give the guardian, the easier the transition will be. Again, walk yourself through a day with your cat and write down details. While your guardian may not be able to exactly duplicate what you do, the closer he/she can come to it, the better. 

But how do we prepare him emotionally to provide the least amount of stress for him? 

1. The more you keep to the same routine, the easier time your cat will have.

2. If your guardian is willing, have your cat stay overnight or over a weekend. 

3. Pack his things and make the departure resembles the actual departure. His suitcase should include: bowls, cat food, medications, grooming supplies (brush, nail clippers, etc.), toys, treats, his bed if he has one, his litterbox, cat tree, scratching posts and something that smells like you. Donate a pillowcase that you have slept on or a T-shirt you have worn recently and not washed. 

4. When you drop your cat off at the guardian's home, plan to stay at least 30 minutes. Relax as much as possible, laugh as much as possible. Cats pick up on nerves. The less you transmit, the better. YOU unpack his suitcase and help the guardian decide where to put his bed, his things, etc. Set up his litterbox and show your cat it's there. Set up his cat tree and show him. (if applicable) Note: Even if the guardian has a litterbox and cat tree, your cat still needs HIS things to ease the transition.

5. Try to make your departure resemble your day to day departure. Try to do your good-byes and hugs at your home, not at the guardian's home. While it is tough, the less stress you show at the guardian's home, the more quickly your cat will accept it. If you show nervousness or concern in the guardian's home, your cat might think your concern has to do with being in that home or with that person and may become nervous about the guardian or the home itself. 

6. It is strongly recommended that your cat be confined to the home during his short visit and for at least 30 days during the interim stay at the guardian's; even a cat that is outdoors only. Until your cat learns who is new caretaker is, it is possible he would not return to the guardian's home if allowed to roam loose.

