Information provided to CAIB attendees, 22 May 02


The following is a FAMNET message from HQ Air Force Aid Society, notifying of changes to the Give Parents a Break Program at all Air Force bases.

Forum:  AFAS

Message #123987

Date:  Wednesday, May 15, 2002   11:56:12 AM

From: Hq AFAS - Susan

To:  ** ALL **

Topic:  Give Parents a Break Program Changes

TO: All Aid Society Officers:

SUBJECT:  Give Parents a Break Program

In 2001 the Air Force Aid Society provided over $700,000 to support the Give Parents a Break Program.  Since this program began in 1995 AFAS has helped countless Air Force families by providing child care during stressful times.  To allow us to continue this very worthwhile program, we will be working with the AF child care community as well Family Support personnel during the remainder of this year, re-tooling the program to be more flexible and tailoring it to meet the needs of each base in 2003.  This will include testing use of Family Child Care homes at certain bases where this would work better than using the CDC.  Our goal is to offer a more cost effective program that enables us to continue to help Air Force families dealing with the stresses of Air Force life.

Beginning in June, we will allow bases to offer the GPAB program one time a month on a Friday night or Saturday for no more than 6 hours. Bases now offering the program twice a month will have to adjust their schedules accordingly. The monthly session will not be held unless there are 8 children registered. To be sure those who have the most need are able to use this program, we are asking that you be certain everyone who gives out GPAB certificates understands the intent of this program. Certificates should be given based on need and not viewed as an automatic entitlement available on a repetitive basis. 

Those eligible to use the program include parents:

· Whose spouse is deployed

· Whose spouse is on extended TDY

· Who have been experiencing a family crisis such as a birth of a baby, serious illness of a family member, death in the family, extended illness of a family member

· Whose spouse has been required to work extensive extended shifts

Parents who are on PCS orders are eligible to use the Child Care for PCS program rather than this program.  Families should be referred to the FSC Relocation Office for the Child Care for PCS certificate.

Over the next few months we will be working with you to tailor this program to best meet the needs of your base community.

Susan Monteverde

AFAS Child Care Programs Coordinator

Impact to Robins is the reduction of one Friday night, and the possibility of beta testing using FCC homes.  The program is heavily used, and frequently “full up.”

Janice Barnes, Robins AFB Air Force Aid Society Officer and Carolyn Stevens, 78th Services Family Member Support Flight Chief, are working together to get publicity out about the change effective June, and asking for feedback from the community.

Community members may address a letter to HQ AFAS, through the Family Support Center.  Ms. Barnes and Ms. Stevens will prepare a memorandum from Robins covering referral usage, deployment statistics, high deployment populations, and the limited amount of capacity available in Family Child Care homes.  The memorandum will be routed through the Robins AFB chain of command, then forwarded to HQ AFAS.

Plus:  Extended Duty Care program is available at no cost to members.

