CARE PACKAGES FOR DEPLOYED TROOPS

ROBINS AFB GA

On 30 Oct 02, the Acting Assistant Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for Transportation Policy suspended the "Operation Dear Abby" and "Any Service Member" mail programs due to force protection concerns.  Both programs created an avenue to introduce biological, chemical, or explosive materials into the mail system from unknown sources. 
Many caring people have contacted various base agencies, wanting to know how to send care packages to our deploy troops.  Some people have even volunteered to send large-quantity care packages to their personal contacts or family members who are deployed, with the intent that the deployed individual will distribute and “share” the care package.  

For security reasons, please reconsider sending more than just individual care packages to names and addresses that you know personally.

Lt Gen Michael W. Zettler, Deputy Chief of Staff for Installations and Logistics, Headquarters US Air Force, has recently identified that some organizations continue to support some form of the "any service member" program by using military unit addresses for distribution overseas.  Lt Gen Zettler wrote in a recent message, 

“I need your help to ensure we provide our deployed personnel a secure mail system.  We cannot support creative, albeit good intentioned, efforts that defeat force protection measures.  Instead, I recommend the promotion of numerous alternatives to the "Any Service Member" mail program including contributing to military relief societies, web-based military support sites, visiting Veterans Administration hospitals and nursing homes, coaching children's sports teams, etc.”

An agency that you may support locally that directly supports our military members is the Air Force Aid Society, in lieu of sending care packages to our troops.  The Air Force Aid Society has been providing emergency and relief assistance to our Air Force members for over 50 years, and they will be by our side through the coming months, as well.  This is also a great opportunity for civic organizations that want to support our troops to connect with the "Official Charity of the Air Force.”  You may contact Ms. Janice Barnes, the Robins AFB GA Air Force Aid Society Officer, at 926-1256 to ask about how to make a donation.

Some on-line opportunities for expressing support are as follow:

“Operation Dear Abby” at http://anyservicemember.navy.mil/.  

“Defend American” at http://www.defendamerica.mil/support_troops.html.  

“Adopt A Platoon” at http://www.adoptaplatoon.org/.  
“Sergeant Mom’s: at http://www.sgtmoms.com/home.asp
