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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HQ WARNER ROBINS AIR LOGISTICS CENTER (AFMC)

ROBINS AIR FORCE BASE GEORGIA 


MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION LIST

FROM:  78 ABW/CC

SUBJECT:   Policy Letter Regarding Wildlife And Plant Hazards 

1.  This policy identifies some of the wildlife and plant hazards which exist on Robins Air Force Base (RAFB), and details procedures for minimizing conflicts between these hazards and base personnel.  

a. An alligator recently was removed from a pond in the JSTARS area when it became apparent that personnel had been feeding, harassing, and trying to capture the animal.  In that same area, a person was injured by a raccoon when he encountered the animal feeding in an open dumpster.  This person is now undergoing precautionary treatment for possible rabies exposure.  Another person recently was struck on the sole of his boot by a small rattlesnake near the Horse Stables.  Mosquitoes, deer flies, and ticks (a known carrier of Lyme disease) are common in the forested areas of the base, especially during the spring and summer months.  Poison ivy, a native vine, is very common on base, and can cause a severe skin rash.

b. RAFB supports an abundant and diverse array of wildlife and plant species.  Most are quite harmless, and those that do pose a hazard to people rarely are encountered.  The hazards posed by these few species can be reduced significantly with the implementation of a few simple precautions.

c. With the exception of feeders for birds, base personnel should not feed wildlife.  Natural foods are abundant in most areas of the base.  When wild animals become accustomed to handouts they lose their natural fear of people.  People often are bitten as a result.  Many people enjoy feeding squirrels in base housing areas.  While this action seems harmless, artificial sources of food can contribute to an overabundant squirrel population.  As a result, squirrels have caused power outages and damage to government and private property, and we have been forced to euthanize healthy animals.  Many people also enjoy feeding ducks around the base lakes.  Again, this may seem harmless, but these handouts help attract flocks of large birds, particularly Canada geese.  Flocks of geese flying over the base represent a serious hazard for aircraft.  Consequently, we often relocate these birds to other areas of the state.

d. Garbage containers, such as dumpsters, should be properly sealed at all times.  Food wastes should not be placed in containers (including some dumpsters) which cannot be sealed, or left in plastic bags beside containers.  Raccoons and other small mammals quickly learn to take advantage of easy sources of food, and in the past have become a nuisance around garbage bins in some areas of the base.  Unfortunately, in some instances the problem has become so severe that trapping animals with cages has been necessary.  State law requires the euthanization of any trapped small carnivore (e.g., raccoon, fox, bobcat, skunk, etc.) because of the rabies potential.    

e. Do not try to approach, touch, or capture wild animals, including strange dogs and cats.  Many species of wildlife are protected by state or federal law including nearly all bird species and their nests (i.e., when occupied by eggs or young), non-poisonous snakes, and land turtles.  Game species such as deer and wood ducks are regulated by state hunting laws.  Additionally, state law prohibits harassing or harming inherently dangerous animals such as black bears and alligators.  If you have been injured by a wild animal, especially a carnivore, seek immediate medical attention.  Wild animals are unpredictable, no matter how accustomed they are to people.  Many wild species can easily run down a person when provoked.  In at least two instances women with small children were observed standing along the edge of the pond where the previously-mentioned alligator was swimming.  There have been several highly-publicized cases in Florida where small children and family pets have been attacked and killed by alligators, regardless of whether an adult was nearby.      

f. When traveling in forested or other remote areas of the base, always tell someone where you will be and when you will return.  Take along a companion, a two-way radio, map, compass,  flashlight, and insect repellant.  Always wear some form of snake protection such as snake chaps or boots.  Standard high-topped leather boots do provide some degree of protection, but they are not entirely snakebite proof.  Wear a hat and sunscreen, and carry a supply of water.  To help ward off ticks and chiggers (i.e., a local species of mite which causes severe itching), spray your shoes and pant legs (do not wear shorts) with insect repellant, and always thoroughly check yourself for ticks when you get home.  Take the time to learn about local wildlife, including poisonous species of plants and animals, before you go into the woods.  Know how to identify poison ivy.  An allergic reaction to this plant often occurs following skin contact with its leaves, or when the oil from the leaves rubs off on a person’s pant legs, and this person later touches his pant legs with his hands.      

2.  For additional information regarding base wildlife and plant hazards contact either the Spalding Nature Center (6-4500) or the Environmental Management Directorate (6-1197, ext. 156), or access the RAFB natural resources web page at www.em.robins.af.mil/conserve/ natural.html.  If you encounter an aggressive wild animal, or are experiencing problems with animals in or around your home or place of work, contact the Pest Management Shop (6-2082) or the Environmental Management Directorate.

3. This policy will remain in effect until it is superseded by the next revision of RAFB Instruction 32-7064, Integrated Natural Resources Management.
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